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    MEMORANDUM TO CLUBS 

     

Subject: COVID-19 Restrictions Update 

Date: 12 May 2020 

Audience: All Sunraysia Australian Football Stakeholders 

 
Dear Member, 

I refer to the announcement on the easing of some restrictions in Victoria by State Premier 

Daniel Andrews on 11 May 2020.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As you are aware from previous memorandums, the AFL has been in constant dialogue with 

State, Federal and Health authorities on the return to play for community football in Victoria. 

We were assured from all relevant bodies that community sports’ safe return remained a 

priority area for the obvious social and health benefits that it represented to it’s players and 

the community. 

Yesterday, the State Government announced the following that is relevant to us in the 

football industry: 

(a) That outdoor exercising could occur in groups of no more than 10 people; and 

(b) Professional AFL was to resume training as of midnight 12 May 2020. 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM AFL VIC 

Following those announcements yesterday, I released a statement from Head of Community 

Football, Stephen O’Donohue, that said that no training for AFL Victoria clubs was to 

commence until further clarification had been sought from the government.  

The rationale for this announcement was the following: 

(a) The “10-person rule” means 10 persons per facility. It does not mean that a 

football club could have multiple groups of 10 on the same field. The AFL seeks 

clarity on this from State Government. 

(b) The State Government referenced boot-camps when referring to group exercise. 

The AFL seeks clarification on whether community sport training, which often 

includes tackling and sharing changerooms, is lawful under that announcement.  

(c) The State Government referenced that normal training could resume for AFL 

because it is an elite sport and a “workplace”. The AFL seeks clarity on what this 

means for lower leagues whose players might also consider it their workplace 

under contracts.  

(d) Insurance providers will consider training under certain means to be unlawful, 

and therefore will not provide cover. If a club looks to have multiple groups of 10 

people on the same oval, and the State Government intended it to be 10 people 

per facility, then a broken bone, knee injury or COVID will not be covered. The 

AFL is seeking further clarification on this matter. 

(e) Local councils own the land upon which the trainings are held. Early discussions 

with council have indicated they will not permit multiple groups of 10 people 
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training for football. I, in conjunction with both leagues, will meet and clarify the 

council’s position with respect to usage of the grounds for training. 

I remind all that trainings and matches were suspended until 31 May 2020, so clubs ought 

still use that date as being the target date for return, and if we are able to get the relevant 

clarification we desire for an earlier return, then that would be a bonus.   

SALARY CAPS 

I appreciate everyone’s timely responses to the Commission for requests to queries around 

salary caps and the desire to play football without crowds. 

The matter crowd attendances are a State Government directive, and not that of AFL 

Victoria. We understand that public gatherings of 100 are on the horizon, but as part of a 

phase 3 easing of restrictions. At AFL Victoria, we have been working around policies for 

clubs to implement in the hope that crowds will be permitted in the hope that having sound 

policies might help facilitate the return of crowds far quicker. These include things like 

spaced queues at canteens (much like you would see at Coles and Woolworth), signage 

with changeroom protocol and social distancing around grounds.  

The Commission met a second time on Wednesday 6 May 2020 to consider your responses. 

A decision was made to defer that decision again until greater clarity was provided by State 

Government on the issue of crowd attendances. 

The Commission does not wish to create unnecessary work for volunteers and angst from 

players by having clubs renegotiate contracts unnecessarily, whilst remaining unclear on 

what kind of revenue clubs might be able to generate under the restrictions.  

The Commission appreciates the club responses and the intention is to allow clubs to make 

submissions on future matters so as to provide greater collaboration in football issues 

concerning the region. 

AFL ULTIMATE FOOTY FAN QUIZ 

I have been constantly looking at engagement strategies to maintain contact with your 

members.  

The below is a link to the Ultimate Footy Fan Quiz that ought to provide entertainment for 

members.  

https://www.zerohanger.com/afl-clubs-quiz-are-you-the-ultimate-footy-fan-40509/   

Users can share their results on Facebook and tag AFL Sunraysia in it and we can find out 

who the biggest footy nerd in Sunraysia is.  

If you have any queries, or require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Don Harley (don.harley@afl.com.au).  

Kind regards, 
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