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    MEMORANDUM TO CLUBS 

     

Subject: Return to Play Protocol 

Date: 19 May 2020 

Audience: All AFL Sunraysia Stakeholders 

 
Dear Member, 

COVID19 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As you are aware from previous memorandums, the AFL has been in constant dialogue with 

State, Federal and Health authorities on the return to play for community football in Victoria. 

We were assured from all relevant bodies that community sports’ safe return remained a 

priority area for the obvious social and health benefits that it represented to its players and 

the community. 

Last week, the State Government announced the following that is relevant to us in the 

football industry: 

(a) That outdoor exercising could occur in groups of no more than 10 people; and 

(b) Professional AFL was to resume training as of midnight 12 May 2020. 

It was then announced by Mr O’Donohue that football was permitted to recommence on 25 

May 2020, albeit aligned with the protocol to be released at 3:00pm on 19 May 2020. 

SPORT & RECREATION VICTORIA 

As a condition of returning to community sport, each sporting code across Australia was 

required to submit its protocols for returning to sport to SRV for each of the phases of 

restrictions.  

You may have already come across those published by the SANFL and/or WAFL. This is 

because the Stage 1 restrictions in those states occurred slightly earlier than those of 

Victoria.  

Please find those protocols attached for all clubs to follow. Please be aware that the 

enforcement of those protocols will be the responsibility of local law enforcement. In addition, 

if players were to suffer injury and to make a claim for insurance, any practice considered to 

be outside of those protocols may put any potential claim at risk. 

It is imperative that your community club is not the club that was found to have hosted the 

virus by not adhering to strict protocols around player safety and hygiene. 

RETURN TO PLAY PROTOCOLS 

Please read the necessary attachments and distribute within your clubs as necessary.  

Also attached are the word versions of the templates for a training attendance register and 

officials training register that clubs must have completed.  
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Below is a link to the online training each club is required to complete as part of the 

protocols, which takes around 15 minutes to complete. 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-infection-control-training 

The Toyota AFL Club Help site contains this information and a National eDM will go out at 5 

pm today containing links for people across the football community network to access the 

Toyota AFL Club Help website where they can download a variety of resources and 

documents to assist them to implement the protocols, including posters to help with the 

education process.   

There will be an FAQ section on the site (https://www.afl.com.au/clubhelp/covid-

19/faqs/return-faqs) which will be expanded as further information becomes available or 

more questions comes through. 

The protocols are based on the AIS Framework for Rebooting Sport 

(https://ais.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/730376/35845_AIS-Framework-for-rebooting-

sport_FA.pdf) and Victorian State Government guidelines around the resumption of sport 

and recreation activities (https://sport.vic.gov.au/our-work/return-to-play/resumption-of-sport-

and-recreation-activities). 

AFL VICTORIA AFFILIATION FEES 

Thank you to those clubs who have been prompt and responsive to outstanding club 

affiliation debts that remain from 2019.  

There remain outstanding fees on part of some clubs that need to be settled. If clubs need a 

payment plan to manage whilst we navigate COVID then please advise immediately so that I 

can notify the finance team. 

As you may have seen, the affiliation fees pay for the talent pathways, for development staff 

in the region, for a development budget that the Commission distributes and for a 

contribution towards a facilities fund.  

Clubs are not required to pay affiliation fees to AFL Victoria for years’ 2020, 2021 and 2022. 

This means that only the insurance component of that bill remains.  

AFL Sunraysia’s contribution annually to AFL Victoria for affiliation is approximately $62,000 

which is being paid for by the elite level competition for the next three years. 

An announcement on insurance will be made pending further clarity on whether or not a 

community season will go ahead. 

CLUB FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES & GRANTS 

WorkSafe is committed to helping country football be safe. Through the past 18 years 

WorkSafe has helped over 300 Football Clubs with funding and assistance and we'll 

continue to support local clubs through the WorkSafe Club Safety Fund.  

The Club Safety Fund provides financial assistance to rural football clubs to improve the 

safety of their grounds, or provide added security for players, those involved and spectators.  

We want to work together to build an environment that looks after the health, safety and 

wellbeing of our communities. 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-infection-control-training
https://www.afl.com.au/clubhelp/covid-19/faqs/return-faqs
https://www.afl.com.au/clubhelp/covid-19/faqs/return-faqs
https://ais.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/730376/35845_AIS-Framework-for-rebooting-sport_FA.pdf
https://ais.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/730376/35845_AIS-Framework-for-rebooting-sport_FA.pdf
https://sport.vic.gov.au/our-work/return-to-play/resumption-of-sport-and-recreation-activities
https://sport.vic.gov.au/our-work/return-to-play/resumption-of-sport-and-recreation-activities
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The 2020 WorkSafe Club Safety Fund is now open, with applications closing on 28th 

June 2020.  

Objective 

The objective of the WorkSafe Club Safety Fund is to provide financial support at a local 

level to assist with occupational health and safety initiatives at a club level. 

How to Apply 

▪ Applications must submit via https://aflvic.smartygrants.com.au/CSF2020Rd1 
▪ Copies of all relevant documentation must be attached when submitting your form. 
▪ Approved projects must be complete within the current funding period. 
▪ WorkSafe AFL Victoria Country staff may be contacted for advice when preparing project 

outline. 
 

Who Can Apply? 

Football clubs affiliated with WorkSafe AFL Victoria Country  

How Much Are the Grants? 

▪ The WorkSafe Club Safety Fund provides grants up to the value of $5,000 per 
application.   

▪ Clubs are required to demonstrate co-contribution (of up to 50%) of the total project cost 
as part of its application.  This co-contribution can be a combination of club, sponsor or 
council contributions  

▪ Funds will be dispersed upon approval by WorkSafe AFL Victoria Country.   
  
Please note: Special consideration may be made (at the discretion of WorkSafe AFL 
Victoria Country) to projects requiring additional financial support. Please make this 
known via the online application form.  

 

 

Eligibility: 

• All clubs applying must provide evidence that a grant is needed to improve the safety 
of their grounds and surrounding buildings. 

• Clubs must show that they have the appropriate WorkSafe signage around the club 
and that there is an Occupational Health and Safety or Risk Management Program 
implemented. 
 

Funding Categories 

• Funding is available for safety initiatives including, but not limited to: 
• Equipment to be purchased by the club that has the purpose of protecting the 

individual participants while actively engaged in the sport. (i.e. goal post 
padding, first aid kids, defibrillators) 

• Permanent or portable structures that provide shelter and or safety. (i.e. 
behind goal netting, shelter shed, shade sails, fireplace guards, fencing for 
walkways) 

• Minor facility maintenance which presents an occupational health and safety 
hazard. 

 

https://aflvic.smartygrants.com.au/CSF2020Rd1
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TAC STAY TOGETHER CAMPAIGN 

• We have been working with the TAC and SEN to create a new competition for clubs 

around the state which will deliver $5,000 per week over the next four weeks to 

clubs who show how they are staying together and working towards a return to play 

through these times.  

• Clubs are simply asked to register here & upload a 60-second video explaining 

how they are staying connected and motivated. The more creative, the better! 

• This is a great opportunity for clubs to engage and build a relationship with one of our 

major partners, who as we know, deliver terrific funding and content opportunities for 

community clubs right around the state.  

TOWARDS ZERO ROUND 

It has been indicated that the Towards Zero Round will not be going ahead in 2020. This 

was the round that featured all club captains wearing the number 0 on their playing 

guernseys, to represent 0 road deaths. I’ll provide any further updates on this as they 

become available. 

If you have any queries, or require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Don Harley (don.harley@afl.com.au).  

Kind regards, 

 

http://icanwin.com.au/tac-community-club-comp-2020/
mailto:don.harley@afl.com.au

