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MEMORANDUM TO CLUBS 

     

Subject: Information to Facilitate a Return in 2020. 

Date: 18 June 2020 

Audience: Sunraysia Football Netball League and Millewa League Clubs 
 

Dear Member, 

NATIONAL TRANSFER REGULATIONS ANNOUNCEMENT 

As a result of the impact that COVID19 and the associated Government restrictions have 

had on community football, the AFL has introduced certain processes in respect of player 

transfers and permits under the National Player Registration and Transfer Regulations, 

which will apply for the duration of the 2020 community football season.  

These processes are outlined in the attached Addendum to the National Player Registration 

and Transfer Regulations at Appendix 1 and follow lengthy consultation with all States and 

Territories. Also attached at Appendix 2 is a User Guide to assist clubs and leagues 

implementing these new processes. 

I will outline those processes, in broad summary, below. 

TRANSFER WINDOW 

The period for processing clearances is known as the Transfer Window. This is usually 

consistent across the country, as it is part of National Transfer Regulations, and usually 

closes on 30 June of each year. 

In Victoria and South Australia, there will be no change the transfer window and it will close 

on 30 June 2020.  

The New South Wales, ACT, Northern Territory, Queensland and Western Australian 

transfer window will be extended until 31 July. 

This does not impact teams in the SFNL and MFL, as they participate in Victorian 

competitions, however it does mean that players could be free to consider moves to either of 

those states up until the end of July. 

COVID TYPE II PERMIT 

A new national COVID-19 Type 2 Permit will be introduced from 22 June 2020 to allow the 
movement of players (on loan) in circumstances where their League or Club is not 
participating in an Australian football competition in the 2020 season.  
 
Where a player’s Club or League either does not submit any teams or does not otherwise 

participate in the 2020 community football season, that player will be eligible to apply for a 

COVID-19 Type 2 Permit no later than 31 July 2020.  

In such circumstances, the COVID-19 Type 2 Permit will allow the player to move to another 

club for the duration of the 2020 community football season and that player will then revert 

back to their original Club on 1 November 2020. 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A COVID PERMIT AND AN INTERCHANGE AGREEMENT 

PERMIT 

(a) A normal Type 2 Permit requires an Interchange Agreement between the relevant 

Leagues.  

(b) There is no requirement for an Interchange Agreement for a COVID-19 Type 2 

Permit.  

(c) A normal Type 2 Permit is available to players in all Leagues and Clubs provided that 

an Interchange Agreement is in place.  

(d) A COVID-19 Type 2 Permit is only available to a player where the player’s League or 

Club is not participating in the 2020 season. 

(e) The timings for a normal Type 2 Permit are determined in accordance with the 

relevant Interchange Agreement. A player must apply for a COVID-19 Type 2 Permit 

by 31 July 2020.  

 
ADDITIONAL POINTS 

(a) Nowhere in the State has so far allowed for additional points to accommodate 

returning to play. 

(b) The Commission has agreed no change be made to the existing points structure in 

favour of keeping local players in the seniors ahead of players on permit.  

 

PLAYER RETENTION 

(a) Rule 3.2.5 of the National Transfer Regulations states: 

(b) A State Football Body may in its discretion override any rule or other mechanism of a 

Club or League relating to registration of players where in the reasonable opinion of 

the State Football Body the relevant rule or mechanism is contrary to the purpose of 

these Regulations. 

(c) The purpose of the National Transfer Regulations state: 

(d) The purpose of the Regulations is to ensure player registration and movement within 

and between Australian Football Bodies is fair, transparent and consistent.  

(e) The Regulations should be adopted by each Football Body to achieve this purpose 

and ensure best practice in relation to the transfer and registration of Australian 

football players. 

(f) It would be a compelling argument put forth by a player to AFL Victoria for a release 

to a player declaration where a club chose not to play in 2020, in favour of a transfer 

to another club that would allow that player to play in 2020.  

(g) At first instance, this would appear to be fair.  

If you have any queries, or require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact 
Don Harley (don.harley@afl.com.au).  

Kind regards, 
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