
   
 

     

MEMORANDUM TO CLUBS 

 

Subject: Update and Funding Opportunities. 

Date: 27 May 2020 

Audience: SFNL and MFL League Clubs 

 
Dear Member, 

I refer to the above. To keep you all as updated as possible, please find the below 

information by way of update from AFL Sunraysia and AFL Victoria. 

RETURN TO PLAY 
 
Thank you to all those who have received the Return to Play Protocols and have enacted 
those at their sessions last night or who plan to do so tonight. I became aware of a group of 
players who might have been approached by local police on their social distancing, so I’m 
lead to believe local law enforcement have been briefed and tasked with making sure 
outdoor exercise groups adhere to the rules.  
 
JUNE 1 ANNOUNCEMENTS – 20 PEOPLE 
 
Many of you may have heard that the government announced that as of 1 June 2020, 
outdoor exercise groups can be increased from groups of 10 to groups of 20.  
 
Please be advised that sporting bodies are still required to go through the process of 
submitting their protocol. I anticipate it will be much the same as the current protocol, only 
adjusted to 20.  
 
I understand the red tape will be frustrating, however it is part of the process and is a 
condition of satisfying the government that community football may return.  
 
CROWD RESTRICTIONS 
 
I recently wrote to both leagues communicating advice from AFL Victoria to hold off on 
cancelling seasons until further clarification and direction was sought from State 
government.  
 
The SFNL have done so, whilst the MFL have decided to cancel. 
 
The reason for that request is that significant work was still being done backend, with 
respect to the submission of protocol and policy, that ought to convince the government that 
returning to football with crowds is appropriate.  
 
AFL Victoria, and indeed AFL Sunraysia, hopes to have its clubs participate in competitions 
where appropriate to do so to not lose traction on participation and engagement in the sport. 
This might be particularly important where sports who have fewer participants on a field, like 
soccer, might still proceed with competition seasons.  
 
I will provide further updates as soon as they are available to me. 
 
 



   
 

 
 
AUSKICK 
 

For those who run Auskick centres, regardless of whether a senior or junior season 

progresses as part of a competition, Auskick may still go ahead provided protocol is 

followed. 

For a brief period, I was redeployed to the Auskick stream and was processing the various 

requests for information and for refunds.  

If your club is fielding questions on Auskick, you may advise the following. 

(a) Auskick is an AFL run competition, with funds paid directly to the AFL (not AFL V 

or AFL S). The players are registered onto the AFL database and so may 

participate even if the aligned junior or senior clubs do not play in a sanctioned 

competition in 2020. 

(b) Refunds are available to those Auskick centres who do not wish to go ahead with 

a season and can be done so by emailing the Auskick team through the website. 

(c) Given the Auskick packs have been ordered, parents will only get a partial 

refund, less the cost of the pack, but will receive the pack in due course. The cost 

of the pack is $27.00, which includes the personalization, the delivery direct to 

the players house and the $4 processing fee. 

I recommend that all clubs remain committed to Auskick seasons for missing an Auskick 

season is like having a year without planting seeds (to steal a farming analogy). I am happy 

to work with clubs on what a revised season offering might look like.   

INSURANCE 

As per my previous memorandums, I understand that the issue remains contentious on 

insurance. The AFL’s legal, risk and insurance team are currently working through with 

Marsh Insurance what that looks like for 2020. 

This is made murky by the following factors: 

(a) Some competitions may or may not go ahead. 

(b) Insurance coverage commenced on 1 November 2019. COVID restrictions put a 

suspension to playing and training in March. 

(c) Clubs had made claims during the period between November and March.  

(d) Clubs were covered for that period.  

(e) Data on activities in each region is complex and difficult to ascertain. 

As previously mentioned, the AFL downgraded their cover from Silver to Bronze to reduce 

costs.  

I have advised all clubs to budget as though full insurance will be payable this year. That 

way, there are no unpleasant surprises.  

A document with Frequently Asked Questions is currently in the works with AFL Legal and it 

is anticipated it will be ready for distribution on Friday. 

 

 



   
 

UMPIRES 

You will shortly be provided with information concerning umpiring reductions in payments for 

a compromised season in 2020, should one go ahead.  

AFL Victoria has worked with umpires’ groups across the region to get a uniform consensus 

on an appropriate reduction to help reduce the cost of returning to play football. 

I appreciate the cost of umpiring on clubs and leagues. However, I urge clubs to consider the 

reality that umpiring, for many, is a job not necessarily a passion. Footballers and coaches 

play for passion and subsequently are more receptive to pay decreases because they love 

the game. The metrics are different for umpires. For many umpires, it’s a struggle to 

convince them to give up their Saturdays to umpire football, ahead of obtaining employment 

elsewhere, without the lure of financial reward. This is particularly so when player and 

spectator behaviour towards umpires can made it extremely difficult to convince umpires to 

stay in the game. 

I don’t propose to advocate on behalf of the umpires, however I recognise that umpiring is an 

important part of our game, especially for it’s impartiality to ensure integrity in your matches.  

GRANTS AND FUNDING 

As always, I am constantly looking at funding opportunities for your clubs to apply for to 

access much needed funds. Please see the current opportunities below: 

COMMUNITY SPORT SECTOR SURVIVAL PACKAGE 

The $40 million Community Sport Sector Short-term Survival Package provides grants to 

support the operational viability of community sport and active recreation organisations 

impacted by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

Clubs can access a grant of up to $1,000 to assist clubs to be able to ride out the economic 

impacts of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and help them reboot, rebound and 

recover. To apply, click this link: https://sport.vic.gov.au/grants-and-funding/our-

grants/community-sport-sector-coronavirus-covid-19-short-term-survival-package 

THE WORKSAFE CLUB SAFETY GRANT 

The WorkSafe Club Safety Fund has been established to provide financial assistance to 
football/netball clubs to make improvements to the safety of their grounds or provide added 
safety for both players, people involved with the club and the spectators. The objective of the 
WorkSafe Club Safety Fund is to provide financial support at a local level to assist with 
occupational health and safety initiatives at a club level. 

• The WorkSafe Club Safety Fund provides grants up to the value of $5,000 per 
application. 

• Clubs are required to demonstrate co-contribution (of up to 50%) of the total project 
cost as part of their application. This co-contribution can be a combination of club, 
sponsor or council contributions. 

• Funds will be dispersed upon approval by WorkSafe AFL Victoria Country. 

Clubs may apply for those grants by clicking this link: 
https://aflvic.smartygrants.com.au/CSF2020Rd1 

TAC “STAY TOGETHER AND WIN $5,000 GRANT” 

https://sport.vic.gov.au/grants-and-funding/our-grants/community-sport-sector-coronavirus-covid-19-short-term-survival-package
https://sport.vic.gov.au/grants-and-funding/our-grants/community-sport-sector-coronavirus-covid-19-short-term-survival-package
https://aflvic.smartygrants.com.au/CSF2020Rd1


   
 

We have been working with the TAC and SEN to create a new competition for clubs around 

the state which will deliver $5,000 per week over the next four weeks to clubs who show how 

they are staying together and working towards a return to play through these times.  

Clubs are simply asked to follow this link (http://icanwin.com.au/tac-community-club-comp-

2020/) & upload a 60-second video explaining how they are staying connected and 

motivated. The more creative, the better! 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any queries, or require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact 
Don Harley (don.harley@afl.com.au).  

Kind regards, 
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