
MEMORANDUM  

     

Subject: July Update  

Date: 3 July 2020 

Audience: AFL Sunraysia Stakeholders 
 

Dear Member, 

ELITE LEVEL COMPETITION 

For those who might be interested, we had a teleconference with Robert Auld on Tuesday. 

Rob is Head of AFL Game Development and spoke with us about a variety of topics 

surrounding speculation on the elite level competition. 

The highlights of that conference included: 

a) There is a distinction between quarantine and “strict quarantine” in some states. 

What we saw in Queensland’s quarantine is entirely different to WA and SA’s 

stricter requirements. 

b) Teams heading to WA will be in strict quarantine. This will mean they will not be 

exposed to any West Australian teams until the 14-day expiry. Geelong and 

Collingwood could play each other but would otherwise be largely confined to 

their rooms. 

c) Most stadiums require a 30-40% capacity just to be able to breakeven, so many 

of the lifting of crowd restrictions seen in some states are not necessarily a great 

thing for the commercial viability of the game.  

d) With the elite level game having committed so much money over the next three 

years to grassroots and community football, the league will continue to come 

down hard on players who knowingly break the rules because so much is 

currently hinged on the competition going ahead.  

e) It’s considered possible that New South Wales will be considered a “cleansing 

state”, where Victorian teams could face each other, under more favourable 

quarantine restrictions, and then move more freely to states such as Queensland 

and South Australia who have made it clear they would be shutting their borders 

to Victoria. This would create a conveyer belt system of teams to help the 

remaining rounds play out.  

UPDATED RETURN TO PLAY PROTOCOLS 

Please find attached to this memorandum an updated copy of both the RTP Protocols and 

RTP Checklist.  The protocols have now been reviewed by the Government’s Expert Panel 

with a few small tweaks being made based on their feedback around: 

a) Including more explicit information regarding spectators, stating only those 

necessary to support participation should attend training and competitions, and 

must abide by current group gathering restrictions 

b) Participants should not shake hands or give high fives 

c) Further detailed information on cleaning of clubrooms 

d) Information about how non-compliance should be addressed 

 



The protocols have been updated on the AFL Victoria website and are available via the link 

below. 

https://aflvic.com.au/return-to-play-documents/ 

AUSKICK 

The below is an email communication that went out to all registered Auskick Coordinators 

regarding the return of Auskick. Could you please kindly check with your Auskick 

Coordinators to ensure they received it. 

Due to various factors, we have decided to extend the timeline for you our 

Coordinators (in consultation with Clubs or us as appropriate) to decide on whether 

you will proceed this season, until Friday 3 July 2020. Should your season go 

ahead, it can run up until mid-October with your council's approval. If you need an 

extension on this please contact us via email to discuss further, we are happy to work 

with you! 

 

To help guide this decision, we are emailing you with information on the Auskick 

Return to Play protocols as well as information an upcoming seminar on this same 

topic.  

 

Auskick Return to Play Guideline and Protocols 

The Auskick Return to Play Guideline and Protocols are now available for you to 

review here. The protocols have been designed to help you: 

a) Make an informed decision around the 2020 Auskick season 

b) Understand the required hygiene practices of participants, parents helpers, 

Coordinators and spectators 

c) View the COVID-19 Education modules 

d) Consider the principles and processes around the “get in, play and get out” approach 

to community sport 

e) View resources such as the check list to help ensure you are following the correct 

steps before/during/after every session 

f) Understand the role of a COVID-19 Safety Officer (we recommend calling on an 

activity/parent helper to support you in this role) 

g) The requirements around spectators (noting AFL Victoria will provide separate and 

detailed information on spectators) and canteens/BBQ’s 

h) The way in which parent helpers and participants can interact during Auskick 

sessions given the current State Government restrictions (noting there is no limit to 

total numbers under current guidelines). 

Click here to download 'AFL Hygiene & Social Distancing Posters'. 

 

There is also an extensive set of Frequently Asked Questions here. 

If you have any enquiries, relating specifically to Auskick, you can contact the Auskick 

team at aflauskick@afl.com.au 

 

 

https://aflvic.com.au/return-to-play-documents/
http://click.tmclient.ticketmaster.com/?qs=1eff8be8a0027b0b33ea711ee302fe9c11036a768a445c773a2202c92d4973167e9cdac4a8b72570ad910a63fd9ad763edd91fe363ca2b52a204763028d52fb0
http://click.tmclient.ticketmaster.com/?qs=1eff8be8a0027b0b4acf2e3f85be9db442f0b30aef0903e3d6c56db3052746faec56277cb500dfa9b9f034ab9c19abeb364e86a21fd15dce5f62cf4a7a43fe74
http://click.tmclient.ticketmaster.com/?qs=1eff8be8a0027b0b66dadba49971ba16af34d35efe75b3d5736c7f9c37c55d660d3f37ec5568091b3fb5c4463376e9ae42ed97c1f40fb01feee5fb3d9ccceb16
mailto:aflauskick@afl.com.au


WEBINAR – RETURN TO PLAY  

On Tuesday 7 July 2020 at 7:15pm, the AFL are conducting, via the below details, a 

webinar to discuss the return to play approach for Auskick in Victoria specifically. 

Whilst it’s for Auskick, I’d recommend you invite your junior community coaches if 

they would like to become be attuned to the requirements.  

The details for this webinar are as below: 

 

7:15 PM -8:30 PM (UTC+10:00) Tuesday, Jun 30 2020 

On the evening, click JOIN MEETING to participate (please download webex prior to 

the session and don’t forget to mute your microphone when you join please) 

Meeting number (access code): 166 486 2526 

Meeting password: tTypr3XNd36   

Join by phone +61-3-9070-6482 Australia Toll (Melbourne)   

Join by video system, application or Skype for business Dial 

1664862526@webex.com   

You can also dial 210.4.202.4 and enter your meeting number.   

 

NATIONAL TRANSFER WINDOW 

As all of you will likely be aware already, the transfer window for clearances closed in 

Victoria on 30 June 2020. 

Type 2 COVID permits remain available for players provided their home club is in recess and 

the home club approves. Players will then revert back to their home club on 31 October 

2020. 

JUNIORS TYPE 2 PERMIT 

I have fielded a number of enquiries about juniors wanting to play elsewhere on a COVID19 

permit. Please be advised that their home clubs, your SFNL clubs, are not in recess, and 

therefore they are not eligible for this type of permit. 

Please feel free to contact myself of Peter Walker on what permit might be available should 

players be wishing to leave. I note that the timing for almost, if not all, permits has closed as 

of 30 June, but I would be happy to discuss circumstances that you might consider to be 

extenuating.  

$10,000 COMMISSION FUNDING 

I have fielded a few enquiries since an article ran in the Sunraysia Daily regarding the offer 

for $10,000 in funding on behalf of the Commission.  

To clarify a few points around that offer: 

(a) AFL Sunraysia is typically granted approximately $40,000 in funds per 

annum to use towards making football more accessible and attracting new 

participants to the game to help drive local community club registrations. 

(b) This money is typically used on staff and equipment to conduct gala days, 

visit schools, and run clinics and, in more recent times, to put towards a 

female and diversity officer. 

http://click.tmclient.ticketmaster.com/?qs=1eff8be8a0027b0b1d6cc3254169bdc943230aec7fd1ea64f06bd7fca79e76d44fc0c636b6a01f186a10f1a6ca912dddf58bdbcd0fde50c98cdccd8e35a9858f
mailto:1664862526@webex.com


(c) Since COVID, AFL Sunraysia has only received one third of that amount, 

and will not receive further funding.  

(d) Given that schools remain closed to outside programs, and given there 

was uncertainty around a junior competition, the Commission decided 

that, where clubs found finance as being a barrier to play in the senior 

competition, a commitment of $10,000 be offered up as a subsidy for 

equipment and umpires costs to help create opportunities for our senior 

men’s competitions.  

(e) This expenditure represented a third of the Commissions entire account 

but appeared to align with the responsibility to increase accessibility to the 

game. 

(f) Since all clubs, bar three, indicated they would not enter teams, and all 

clubs indicated they would enter junior sides, the Commission thought it 

would be inappropriate to apply that funding to a revised senior 

competition that may feature teams from other regions.  

(g) It could not reasonably be justified that that expenditure would be 

benefitting all our Sunraysia clubs.  

(h) The money is not off the table, but given there is no guarantees of future 

funding, sponsorships have withdrawn and there is little revenue at AFL 

Victoria, the standard of distributing that money is on an absolute “needs” 

basis.  

(i) The criteria for expenditure remain increasing accessibility to the game 

and encouraging new participation that is in the best interests of all our 

clubs collectively.  

(j) We are currently looking at options such as a Sunraysia Festival of 

Football, that might feature an Auskick Gala Day, a women’s round robin, 

Richmond Academy Games, a Bendigo Pioneers game, and games 

featuring the senior teams who wished to play this year but couldn’t, 

across a one day celebration of football in the region.  

(k) This would appear to tick a lot of boxes and would be a worthwhile 

expenditure, but clearly much work needs to be done on the logistics 

given COVID remains a threat.  

COVID PACKS 

I can confirm that I have purchased a COVID pack for each of the 8 clubs that will be 

entering teams into a revised junior competition in 2020. 

The pack will include hand sanitizer and poster signage to display around the grounds. 

I will advise when that arrives and will distribute accordingly.  

COACHING 

We have put together two FAQs documents relating to coaching in 2020, one for coaches 

and one for clubs and leagues.  

Important updates from these include:  

a) The postponement of all face-to-face Coaching Workshops for the foreseeable future 
(most likely the remainder of 2020) 
 



b) The AFL has made the decision to remove the requirement for coaches to obtain 
Coaching Development Points (CDP) in 2020 to retain their accreditation. We 
understand that coaches, and the community have gone through a tremendously 
difficult period and appreciate that many of us have developed personally during this 
time through various means. 

 

Guides on how to select a coach on the team sheet and how to run reports on coaches 

selected to a team sheet can be found in the attachments to this memorandum.  

AFL SUNRAYSIA COMMISSION  

As indicated in my previous memorandums, nominations for Commission positions were due 

to be received by me no sooner than 28 days before the Annual General Meeting. I confirm 

the AGM will be held on 29 July 2020. 

For the positions of Ross Lanyon and Trevor Heaft, I confirm I received no nominations from 

any other persons other than both Ross and Trevor for re-election. I can confirm, due to no 

opposition, both Ross and Trevor will be re-elected for further terms of three years. 

I can also confirm that Chris Brown, John Maas and Peter Hartman will all be reappointed for 

further years in accordance with rotational provisions contained in the AFL Sunraysia 

Constitution. 

Given this is the case, I will advance discussions with the Commissioners over salary caps 

and points allocations for season 2021.   

As always, if you have any queries, or require any further information, please do not hesitate 

to contact Don Harley (don.harley@afl.com.au).  

Yours faithfully, 

 

mailto:don.harley@afl.com.au

