
MEMORANDUM TO CLUBS  

     

Subject: July Update 

Date: 14 July 2020 

Audience: SFNL and MFL 
 

Dear Member, 

LEAGUES CANCELLATIONS 

I advise that all senior men’s competitions around the State have now been cancelled, and 

there is only three women’s leagues, outside of juniors’ competitions, that are looking to to 

still play a competition season in 2020.  

RETURN TO PLAY UPDATES 

As previously advised, the below were the announcements from the Victorian government in 

relation to community sport: 

“In line with the directions of Victoria’s Chief Health Officer, Professor Brett 

Sutton, the difficult but necessary decision has been made to halt the 

resumption of full-contact training and competition for people aged 19 and 

over in regional Victoria.  

Full-contact training was scheduled to resume on Monday 13 July, with full-

contact competition set to return on 20 July. 

However, with a significant increase in coronavirus (COVID-19) cases in 

Melbourne, and active cases in a number of many regional communities, the 

Chief Health Officer has determined that community sport in regional Victoria 

must remain non-contact. 

For players aged 18 and under in areas outside of metropolitan and Mitchell 

Shire, full training and competition can continue. 

Further easing of restrictions, including target dates, will be considered by 

Professor Sutton by the end of July.” 

Currently, there is no suggesting from the Victorian government that junior football, within 

Sunraysia, is unsafe to continue. Until we receive such advice, AFL Victoria’s position 

remains that Leagues can play while the State Government allows it and as long as any 

level of participation is within the relevant protocols. 

For more updates, visit https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/regional-community-sport-to-stay-

non-contact-to-save-lives/ 

COVID PACK 

As part of an assistance package approved by the Sunraysia Australian Football 

Commission, each club and umpiring association will receive approximately 30 posters and 

up to 8 bottles of hand sanitizer to assist with their duty of care to players and spectators.  

I will be in contact with you all to drop off your pack.  
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CRICKET 

As you may or may not be aware, AFL Victoria and Cricket Victoria struck a deal in March 

that the cricket seasons of all affiliated cricket associations would be delayed until mid-

October to help assist with the playing of football seasons.  

The position has now been that, in fairness to Cricket Victoria, who were flexible and 

supportive of Australian football, if we are not going to use grounds then we ought to let 

them know in writing so they can prepare for their seasons to proceed as normal and to 

assist with our relationship with councils to give them additional time to prepare grounds if 

we are not going to use them.   

Another major consideration is that we don’t want access to grounds for our game impacted 

in 2021 if cricket need to extend their season, so by essentially ‘giving grounds back’ to 

cricket in October and allowing a normal cricket season to proceed, we have the opportunity 

to minimise any impact on the 2021 season. 

I will work with Peter Walker on what grounds we might still need, and those we don’t, and 

will advise AFL Victoria and Cricket Victoria accordingly.  

INSURANCE 

We are currently working through insurance costs and will communicate those as soon as 

possible.  Public Liability and Asset Protect are fixed costs that we won’t get a discount on 

from the insurer, but Public Liability is the element that should vary given the impact on the 

season so we are working through this at the moment. 

With every league that cancels, we are getting a step closer to determining what a fair 

charge from Marsh will be, so I will continue to keep all clubs updated in due course.  

2021 SALARY CAPS AND POINTS ALLOCATIONS 

A proposal is currently before the Commission for adoption in relation to salary caps and 

points allocations. 

In relation to each: 

 Salary Caps 

1. It is imperative that whilst competitive balance and competition fairness and 

integrity is maintained, clubs aren’t deprived of the ability to recruit talented 

players to the region; 

2. Many high quality coaches are playing coaches, some of whom have played 

extensively in the VFL or SANFL. Clubs are required to pay 50% of this under the 

cap, so we ought not restrict a clubs ability to be able to recruit and retain high 

quality playing coaches. 

Points 



1. Clubs are entitled to know how and why they are given points.  

2. The points ought to be distributed in a way that helps out leagues be able to 

compete with our neighbouring leagues, but also that helps promote clubs 

playing and developing their own youth.  

3. Timelines and deadlines for clubs to make application for reassessment need to 

be clear and transparent.  

The Commission gave 14 days for consideration of my proposals, which include salary cap 

amounts and a revised points allocation structure. I hope to make announcement on this for 

2021 before 24 July 2020, which will be well ahead of the CCSP deadline of 31 August.  

AFL SUNRAYSIA AGM 

By now you will have all received formal notice of the Sunraysia Australian Football 

Commission Annual General Meeting which will take place on 29 July 2020. 

I will provide the relevant link to attend that meeting online in the week leading up to the 

scheduled event.  

FURTHER COMMISSION FUNDING 

The Commission met on Tuesday 7 July and considered a letter for funding support by the 

SFNL for junior competitions.  

The Commission determined that it will look to work with AFL Victoria on the reducing of 

insurance, will provide up to $1,500 worth of sanitizer and hygiene products, and will work 

with the SFUA on an umpires grant that will ultimately assist clubs in the cost of umpiring.  

The overall contribution to the junior competition is anticipated to be approximately $10,000. 

I will provide further updates on that funding shortly.  

RICHMOND NGA ACADEMY 

After the closure of the NSW/Victoria border, we will be relocating the Under 13, Under 14, 

Under 15 and Youth Girls Academy squads to the Red Cliffs Football Club. 

Times will be as usual for all of those age groups.  

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

Toyota Good For Footy Raffle 

So far Victorian football clubs have raised more than $250,000 via the GFF raffle in 2020 

with still nearly 2 months to go, still plenty of opportunity for fundraising. SA is the next 

highest state raising $160k, with majority of this raised over the past few weeks- we want to 

ensure we continue as the most significant state given our local state-based partnership. 

It’s easy to register and even easier to sell tickets with a simple click of a button. Best of all, 

your club gets to keep 100% of the proceeds from every $5 ticket sold. So get pumped and 

register now. 

For more information, click here 

Energy Safe Victoria Canteen Grants Program 

Last week we announced the opening of the 2022 Campaign Grants Program with $30,000 

available in $1000 grants for clubs across the state.  

https://www.toyota.com.au/partnerships/afl/raffle?gclsrc=aw.ds&gclsrc=aw.ds&gclid=CjwKCAjwjLD4BRAiEiwAg5NBFqe644F76lug3QztY65Ek0IP_K2dzjy4wnkB9eCMc8_XvFJBCAnNwhoCBjAQAvD_BwE


Applications are open via: https://aflvic.com.au/esv-safer-canteen-grants/ 

Check out the below promotional videos for more information: 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/aflvic/videos/772668963270545 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/aflvic/videos/956807288112764 

As always, if you have any queries, or require any further information, please do not hesitate 

to contact Don Harley (don.harley@afl.com.au).  

Yours faithfully, 
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