
     

MEMORANDUM TO CLUBS  

     

Subject: 2020 Cancellations and Update 

Date: 22 June 2020 

Audience: Sunraysia Football Netball League Clubs + Millewa League Clubs 
 

Dear Member, 

CANCELLATION OF SENIOR SEASONS 

I confirm that both senior men’s leagues and the Sunraysia Women’s Football League have 

now been cancelled.  

The Sunraysia Football Netball League will be discussing hosting a junior competition, whilst 

AFL Sunraysia will be conducted a women’s gala day, social competitions, school 

visits/clinics and exploring other potential offerings to encourage junior participation and 

retention.  

AUSKICK 

Auskick is classified as an AFL Program, and can run irrespective of any senior or junior 

league season. I encourage all clubs to continue with their Auskick programming.  

Auskick is currently subject to the same outdoor training protocols – that is that groups must 

be of no more than 20 as well as a coach. Parents, as spectators, are permitted, provided 

they socially distance and are congregated in groups of no more than 20.  

Auskick specific protocols, for those centres that have larger groups, will be released shortly  

If you have any other Auskick specific enquiries, please do not hesitate to contact either 

myself or the Auskick team at aflauskick@afl.com.au. 

JUNIOR TRAINING PROTOCOLS 

As it stands at the time of authoring this document, there is no distinction in the training 

protocols between senior and junior players. The protocols in place are for outdoor exercise 

as permitted by State government and the AFL.  

This requires training to be conducted in the following manner: 

(a) Groups of no more than 20 split at each end of the ground; 

(b) A COVID19 officer to keep track of attendance; 

(c) Non contact; 

(d) Only footballs and cones as equipment; and 

(e) No access to change rooms and facilities. 

Sport & Recreation Victoria were scheduled to approve the latest round of submissions from 

the AFL on updated protocol. This would relate to the ability to have contact training 

sessions and for larger groups. As you are all aware, there was large clusters of COVID19 

cases and, in one case, attendees also attended football training in Pakenham. This has 

resulted in a hold up to SRV approving our updated protocols, so the status quo must remain 
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for the interim. I have attached a copy of the current protocols for your convenience but 

advise that the new ones could still be released as soon as this afternoon or tomorrow. I will 

provide update on this as soon as it is made available to me.  

TYPE II PERMITS 

As per my memorandum dated 20 June 2020, a COVID related Type 2 permit is available to 

allow players to temporarily play for other clubs, and in other leagues, where their own club 

or league goes into recess. 

Please be advised that this is still available to clubs and leagues outside of Sunraysia who 

chose to go ahead. The Type 2 permit requires the approval of the home club. Clearly, if the 

home club does not give approval, a player would have to apply for a clearance. As 

previously mentioned, if a player appealed their transfer on the basis that a club refused the 

clearance to hold that player to a standard player declaration, the player would have a 

compelling case to put before AFL Victoria, as their home club had chosen not to play 

football in 2020.  

I do not want to prejudice any such application, but the objects of AFL Victoria are to 

facilitate community players playing football. Please keep this in mind when dealing with 

players requests for permits or transfer.  

2021 SALARY CAPS AND POINTS ALLOCATIONS 

With attention quickly turning to season 2021, questions have been raised over points 

allocations and salary caps for next season.  

As you know, points and salary caps are determined by the Regional Commission, headed 

by five elected local Commissioners, and are due to be out prior to October 31.  

The Annual General Meeting for the Commission is to be held on 29 July 2020. It is 

desirable that the caps and points are determined by the Commissioners who are elected to 

actually serve in 2021, in the event that they may be different. I advise that, once those 

elections have been conducted, I will facilitate that meeting so that those points and caps are 

released well in advance of 31 October.  

Secondary to the above, the Community Sustainability Policy Committee will be meeting 

shortly to discuss the intricacies of the rules that may be difficult to determine. The obvious 

one is the season of service deduction points. 

Currently, a player who plays 5 senior games is entitled to a season of service reduction of 

one point. The CSPC will pass judgement over what that means where some leagues are in 

recess, but some still play. I anticipate a season of service deduction will apply to all senior 

players, but this will require discussion and final approval. Until that has been decided, it 

would be unfair of the Commission to determine points allocations for 2021. 

Further, survey is currently being undertaken for indicative cap figures. The consensus from 

this league, and from almost all leagues around the state is that salary caps need to be 

reduced. The burden on volunteers to raise the required amount of money is proving too 

great, especially post COVID.  

I am aware that it is important to set a cap that is fair, but also allows clubs to recruit talented 

players to play in Sunraysia, so I will await to observe that process be undertaken in order to 

get a clear consensus of where neighbouring leagues might set their caps, to ensure 

Sunraysia have conditions that support retention, but also allow for recruiting.  



COMMISSION POSITION NOMINATIONS 

A reminder that Commission nominations are required for anyone that wishes to contend for 

a Commission position ahead of the AGM on 29 July. A formal notification of that meeting 

will be sent out 21 days prior.  

Commissioners must make nomination using the prescribed form provided and must submit 

to Don Harley (don.harley@afl.com.au) no later than 1 July 2020. I attach the required form 

to the email for those who wish to nominate.  

EXTENSION OF COMMUNITY SURVIVAL PACKAGE FUNDING 

Sport & Rec Victoria has extended its Sport Survival package funding by another two weeks 

to June 30 2020.   

The link below contains all the relevant information. $1,000 is available for clubs and up to 

$15,000 to leagues. 

Sport Survival package funding – https://sport.vic.gov.au/grants-and-funding/our-

grants/community-sport-sector-coronavirus-covid-19-short-term-survival-package 
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