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SUNRAYSIA AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL 

COMMISSION LIMITED 
 

 

Office – 100/101A Ninth Street, Mildura 
 

 

 
AFL SUNRAYSIA COMMISSIONERS: 

 Mr Trevor Heaft 

 Mr Ross Lanyon 

 Mr John Maas 

 Mr Peter 

Hartman 

 Mr Chris Brown 

 
AFL SUNRAYSIA OFFICE HOLDERS: 

Region General Manager: Mr Bruce Petering  

Football Development Manager: Mr Trevor Ryan 

Female, Multicultural & Diversity Manager Ms Samantha Bice 

 Ms Laura Priestley 

 
SUNRAYSIA FOOTBALL OFFICE HOLDERS 
 
 
Millewa Football League (MFL) 
 
President:    Mr John Hall 
 
Secretary/Manager:   Mr Peter Walker 
 
 
Sunraysia Football Netball League (SFNL) 
 
President:    Mr Brendan McGillvray 
 
Secretary/Manager:   Mr Peter Walker 
 
 
Sunraysia Football Umpires Association (SFUA) 
 
President:    Mr Adam Henschke 
 
Secretary:    Ms Amanda Glossop 
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It was a year of consolidation for the Sunraysia 

Australian Football Commission. There were some 

fantastic results across the senior men’s competitions 

and some encouraging gains in the women’s 

competitions that continue to develop. Auskick 

numbers increased and AFL player visits provided 

highlights for the next generation of stars in the region. 

Importantly, the Commission’s finances remained 

stable which allowed it to continue to fund football 

programming and make obvious gains in 

developmental programming.  

The talent stream received a significant boost towards 

the back end of 2018 thanks to the work of Adam 

Hartlett who ably assisted in the training of Sunraysia’s 

Under 18 Bendigo Pioneers players throughout 

November. With the tyranny of distance making it 

difficult for players in the region to regularly attend 

sessions, training under Adam’s direction, who himself 

was a former Carlton listed player, has been an 

excellent experience for young Pioneer aspirants. 

The Richmond Academy received a boost with a 

renewed commitment by the Richmond Football Club 

for additional funding to assist with further nurturing 

indigenous and multicultural talent within the region.  

The purpose of the Academy is to identify and attract 

indigenous, multi-cultural and female youth in a 

culturally affirming AFL environment through the 

development of personal identity, physical, mental and 

technical competencies. 

Richmond has seen the key to the success of the 

Academy program as the partnership with AFL 

Sunraysia and, as such, considered it vital to invest into 

each Sunraysia’s Academy program as a priority. This 

meant a great deal to the resourcing of the program for 

our juniors. Of the key inclusions, Richmond was to 

provide professional development opportunities for 

coaches under Tom Hunter (Richmond AFLW Head 

Coach), a cultural awareness session with Luke Murray 

(Richmond Indigenous Engagement Manager), a 

contribution towards apparel and equipment as well as 

sponsorship of up to 10 indigenous, multi-cultural 

and/or female athletes to participate in the program. 

I’d like to thank Luke Murray, Neil Balme and Todd 

Sigalas for their continued support and investment into 

the Academy program. The tyranny of distance 

between Mildura and Bendigo means that opportunities 

to train with talented juniors, outside of their existing 

community club, is limited. The Academy has had a 

profound impact on the development of youngsters and 

allows them to maintain a high standard of training to 

not only be valuable contributors at community level, 

but also fit seamlessly into the NAB League program 

should they be chosen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Academy relies heavily on the contribution of volunteers, 

so I’d like to thank Geoff and Mark Stevens, Tansley Hill, 

Michael Malcotti and Michael Faulkhead for their contributions 

in coaching capacities. Coaching youths can be extremely 

demanding on the time of those volunteers, so we thank them 

for their generous support of the program and look forward to 

their continued involvement moving forward into 2020. 

Congratulations to Peter Minnitti who won the Brian Weightman 

Award for the best player in the Under 15’s throughout the 

Academy program. 

Richmond’s investment into Sunraysia also extended into the 

Sunraysia Women’s Football League, with assistance in 

funding a Female, Multicultural and Diversity Manager to, 

amongst other duties, oversee the administration of the 

women’s competition. The role saw a transition between Sam 

Bice, who unfortunately left us to pursue other employment, and 

Laura Priestley.   

The SWFL received a further boost with the announcement of 

a major sponsorship with Priceline Pharmacy Mildura. Selwyn 

Patterson and his team have been generous supporters of the 

competition, as it continues to grow, and many will have 

recognized the famous pink Jeep that became a fixture at the 

Millewa Mega Day. We thank Priceline Mildura for their valuable 

support.  

On the field, the SWFL saw good growth in numbers, with 269 

registered participants representing a 9% increase on 2018 

which is demonstrative of the increased interest in the 

competition. The season saw dominance from three football 

clubs; Bambil, Cardross and Werrimull, who all managed to 

notch up ten wins or more. What was most pleasing was the 

improvement of Meringur, who came off a winless 2018 

season, to chalk up three wins for 2019.  

The premiership decider saw Bambill face off against Cardross 

in a lop-sided affair at Lake Cullulleraine. Nalin Moore and 

Adrienne Fielding both starred with three goals, whilst Janelle 

Bertoni and Georgie Custance both kicked two.  

In recognition of the need for replenishing numbers in the senior 

women’s competition in future years, it was fantastic to see the 

Sunraysia Youth Girls play a curtain raiser scratch match on the 

ground before the senior girls ran out. It is imperative that we 

continue to support the developing youth girl’s competition as 

we strive to create the interest and participation to ensure the 

leagues sustainability well into the future. 

A silver lining for Cardross’ Grand Final defeat was found at the 

SWFL Presentation evening with star Kay Jefferies holding out 

Werrimull’s Georgie Maher to win the 2019 SWFL Best & 

Fairest Award. Other notable awards went to leading goal 

kicker Mel Bailey (Bambill), most improved player Lauren 

Brequet (Cardross) and coach of the year Luke Hubble 

(Bambill).Other notable achievements in the 2019 women’s 

space included the selection of 5 girls from Mildrua in the 

Bendigo Pioneers Next Generation Academy squad that played 

in Shepparton for the V/Line Carnival. Those girls were Ella 

Beard, Lois Taylor, Jorja Osborne, Lauren Brequet and Nunia 

Mafi. Mafi was best on ground in the first game as the Pioneers 

belted Goulburn Murray 82 point to 0.  
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Jameka Douglas reminded us all that hers is a name to 

remember as she represented our region with great 

distinction in the Kickstart and All Nations Camp that 

played off against each other for the Diversity Cup. 

Representing the indigenous Kickstart team, Douglas 

was not only in the victorious side, but was voted by her 

peers to be vice-captain and was awarded best on 

ground honours. Alongside Shayde Szombathy and 

Alyha Szombathy, Douglas capped off a fantastic few 

weeks with selection in the All-Australian U15 

Indigenous team.  

I would like to congratulate all our Sunraysia girls who 

not only competing in local competitions, but who 

represented the region elsewhere and represented us 

proudly. We very much look forward to watching their 

pathway to higher levels. 

The year concluded for the SWFL with the news that 

Sam Bice would leave Bambil and join Nangiloc as their 

head coach ahead of the 2020 season. This is a 

fantastic coup for Nangiloc and shows an incredible 

dedication toward the improvement of the competition 

on Sam’s behalf. Sam is an incredible leader for the 

sport in Sunraysia having built up an impressive 

footballing resume. She was a premiership player and 

assistant coach for the Bambill Women’s Football 

Team in 2019 and has also been involved in - V/Line 

Cup, Bambill Auskick Centre, U/15 Victorian Kickstart, 

U/15 Woomeras (All Australian Indigenous Team), 

U/15 All Stars Diversity, U/18 Victorian Boorimull, 

Richmond Next Generation Academy, Bendigo 

Pioneers TAC Program, and is currently also an 

Academy Mentor for the Richmond Football Club 

Auskick participation remain a priority area for both AFL 

Victoria and AFL Sunraysia in order to help attract new 

participants to the game who will hopefully enjoy the 

sport enough to convert into registrations for junior 

clubs in the Sunraysia Football Netball League. 

Auskick participation saw 374 participants in 2019, an 

increase of 6.5% on 2018, which might be attributable 

to the introduction of a new Auskick centre, Bambill. 

The Saints managed to attract 18 players to their 

program which is extremely encouraging, and I would 

like to thank Peter Zara for all his efforts in coordinating 

his centre.  

Auskick must have been in the air out at Red Cliffs, with 

the Tigers topping the 2019 figures with 67 participants 

in their program. This edged out the 51 at Mildura and 

43 at Irymple.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Auskickers were fortunate enough to get a slot at halftime 

on Marvel Stadium for the Round 14 clash between St Kilda 

and Brisbane. Half-time AFL Auskick matches are part of what 

makes the game magic for children of that age and was no 

doubt a thrill for players and parents alike. I’d like to thank David 

Kennedy for his help as the Auskick champion for AFL 

Sunraysia and for ably coordinator the grids for the day. 

To all the coordinators, coaches and parents who make 

Auskick possible, I would like to thank you all for your 

investment of time into your children to help foster our game.  

AFL Sunraysia continued its push into the school system by 

utilizing the Sporting Schools funding made available to 

successful applicant schools through both the New South 

Wales and Victorian governments. Trevor Ryan was fantastic 

in conducting clinics for children at all those schools who 

applied and was assisted by Game Development Officers Kyle 

Stevens, Connor Irwin and Shalailah Carter. 

Sunraysia also got its fair share of elite AFL representation, with 

a visit from Richmond Football Club players in April. 

Premierships stars Jason Castagna, Liam Baker, Nick 

Vlaustuin and youngster Sydney Stack flew up and made a visit 

to run a clinic, answer questions and take photos. The trip was 

no doubt a special thrill for Joe Pilegi, with the players stopping 

by Yoyo Joe’s for a quick photo. Joe’s café is a proud supporter 

of the Richmond NGA Academy.  

The region  was also lucky enough to be paid a visit by Carlton 

which would have been sure to have pleased president Phil 

Lamattina. The group included Mildura local Lochie O’Brien as 

well as starts Mitch McGovern, Charlie Curnow and Levi 

Casboult amongst others. 

In other notable visits, Carlton premiership coach and legend 

David Parkin dropped in to watch the Worksafe game of the 

month alongside dual Hawthorn premiership player Ben 

McEvoy. The pair saw Irymple take out a win on what was a 

much appreciated imitative by Worksafe. 

Sunraysia’s two senior men’s leagues had another strong year 

which is fantastic for all the overage participants in the region. 

The SFNL premiership belonged to Irymple in a nail-biting 

premiership decider. After leading at every change, Imperials 

conceded the lead in the final quarter which awarded the 

Swallows the pennant. Ben Duscher, Nick Pezzaniti and Dan 

Coglan were supreme for the victors whilst Ben Galbraith, Sam 

Butterworth and David Hankin battled manfully for Imps.  

In the Millewa Football League, the premiership decider was 

just as nail biting, with Bambil taking on Nangiloc in a tight 

contest in Lake Cullullerane. The Saints were victorious by 

three points thanks largely to a five-goal haul from Jack Hobbs 

and outstanding contributions from Luke Travena and Justin 

Freeman. For the runners-up, David Keens booted four goals, 

whilst Michael West was considered their best player. 
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Football within the community is a culmination of 

substantial volunteer efforts that deliver a season for the 

benefit of our players and spectators. At AFL Victoria and 

AFL Sunraysia, we are only too aware of the efforts of 

everyone to make a season happen. 

I would like to make a mention of outgoing SFNL President 

Brendan McGillivray for all his efforts. He is due to be 

replaced by the incoming Paul Matheson which is exciting 

for the league.  

Peter Walker, who does a fantastic job in administering 

both the SFNL and MFL, deserves a heart felt thanks for 

another season of his work. Football administration can be 

tedious and thankless, so it’s important Peter is recognized 

for his efforts. 

The same can be said of those who volunteer their time to 

sit on the AFL Sunraysia Regional Commission. Those 

gentlemen are Trevor Heaft, Ross Lanyon, Peter Hartman, 

Chris Brown and John Maas. It’s important the region has 

locals who can make decisions on how best to vest 

Commission grants to best develop the game. It is equally 

important to have impartial representation on matters that 

might concern the SFNL and MFL equally, or in matters 

concerning the AFL Victoria Country Handbook. Thank you 

to all of those men for their efforts in 2019.  

To all the club presidents, coaches and club volunteers 

who brave the conditions each week to man the gates, the 

canteen or the bar. Thank you for your generous dedication 

of time and efforts into helping your club afford to put on a 

season.  

I look forward to working with you all as we push ahead 

toward season 2020.  
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